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Dear Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.51, 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit 



herewith patents, publications or other information listed on attached Forms PTO-1449 for 
consideration by the Examiner in connection with examination of the present application. 
The below listed information was disclosed or cited of record during prosecution of the 
parent application Serial No. 09/477,539, filed January 4, 2000, or the grandparent 
application Serial No. 08/702,228, filed August 23, 1996, which is now U.S. Patent No. 
6,019,475, and was issued on February 1, 2000, or the great-grandparent application Serial 
No. 08/316,047, filed September 30, 1994, which is now U.S. Patent No. 5,971,552, and was 
issued on October 26, 1999. A copy of each information item is of record in one of these 
prior related applications. 



admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for 
this invention unless specifically designated as such. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an 
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Under 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

NIALL R. LYNAM ET AL. 

By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn & Burkhart, LLP 



Date Catherine S. Collins 
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